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WE MUST START NOW 
TO PLAN FOR gece 
REAL PEACE § 


Concrete Offers Britain 
Should Make to the 


German People 
By Dr. ALFRED SALTER, MP. 


O-ONE can predict what the outcome of this war will be. No- 
one can tell for how many months or years the struggle will 
last on present lines. 

All that can be said with certainty is that the longer the war goes on 
the greater will be the devastation, the suffering and the slaughter. And 
the heavier will be the penalty’that will have to be paid by all*the strvivers 
in economic collapse, starvation and dislocation of normal fife. Let no-one 
imagine that Britain will escape those catastrophes ! 


“NEWS” 


Drawn by 
Arthur Wragg 


If the war can be stopped very soon, millions of young lives will 
be saved, millions of homes will be preserved from utter destruction, 
thousands of towns will not be laid waste, and many of the treasures 
of civilization that would otherwise be lost for ever by retaliatory 
bombing will be handed on to future generations. 


But if the war is to be stopped, if peace is to be restored, some thought 
must be given not only on war objectives but to peace aims. We must have 
more or less clear ideas as to the terms on which peace can and ought to be 
concluded. 

There are various groups of people of different shades of political and 
philosophic thought who are hard at work thinking out the broad lines on which 
a Treaty of Peace should be framed. It is most important that pacifists should 
exercise influence on public opinion in such matters directly the moment arrives 
when an agitation can be started to call for a cessation of the war. 


Editorial 


Paganism or Christianity ? 
A 


to have the churches closed for the duration of the war?” 
Two days ago I was even more deeply startled by a declaration of Church digni- 


The Editor has asked me to sketch roughly my own ideas on the matter 
in this issue of Peace News. I have had insufficient time to write any considered 
statement, but I have set down in this article in skeleton form what I think 
should be proposed—without, of course, in any way committing this paper or 
anyone else to its acceptance. 


MEETING I attended recently was startled by a question which emerged in 
a soft voice from the back of the room: “Mr. Chairman, is it not possible 


Let me first say why I feel that the German people have not yet made any 
response to the feelers and overtures put forward by the Labour Party in their 
letters circulated widely by illegal means, and by the Government in the millions 
of leaflets scattered over Germany by our RAF. 


KEEP IT UP! 


“ DEACE NEWS ” sellers, keep at it! The 
paper is selling better than ever. 
Romford, to give only one example of 
many, reports that record numbers have 
been sold in record time. 
And please remember to 
Send orders, and _ settle 
EARLY. 
Let us know at once if you have diffi- 
culty in getting Peace News, especially 
from newsagents, 


accounts, 


ON OTHER 
PAGES 


* 


India and the War ... 


Prof. Norman Bentwich on the 
Refugees and Peace 


Peace Council’s Appeal to Premier 


Lord Ponsonby, “Looking Back 
and Forward ” 


Various articles by anti-Nazi refugees 
have recently appeared in the British press 
which give the clue. 


The writers point out that the average 
German, even if he hates Hitler and all his 
works, yet fears that if he throws over 
the present régime he may be jumping out 
of the frying-pan into the fire. He dreaas 
another Versailles Treaty with all its vin- 
dictive cruelties and injustices. 


What Germans Fear 


He cannot forget the blockade, continued 
for eight months after the Armistice, when 
over two millions of Germans died ot 
starvation and when five millions of his 
people’s children fell victims to rickets and 
other “ deficiency ” diseases. 


Hitler may be bad, the ordinary German 
workman reflects, but a second Versailles 
would bé worse.. He can see no hope, no 
end to the misery and wretchedness which 
followed the inflation and the economic 
ruin caused by reparations and the pena! 
clauses of the Treaty, unless——. Unless 
either Hitler delivers Germany by force or 
unless the Allies pledge themselves to a 
different kind of peace this time. 


(Continued on back page) 


taries which fully justified the above question. 


these words: 
“the policy proclaimed by the 
Fuhrer ... is based on force. It must be met 
by counterforce ... There is no other way.” 
Those affirmations completely destroy 
the foundations of any Church which calls 
itself Christian, being a blatant denial of 
fundamental Christian truth. 


Core of Christianity 


The core of Christianity is belief in the 
basic principle.and duty of seeking to over- 


come evil with good. Take away that be- | 


lief and you are left with stark paganism. 

All your theologies, all your creeds and 
sacraments have for their. primary aim the 
strengthening of faith and courage where- 
by men and women may seek to overcome 
evil with good. All the triumphs of. the 
Church and of the saints have been 
triumphs of the spirit over matter, of 
righteousness over power, of good over 
evil. 


* 

Wat that Call of the Churches indi- 

cates is that the Church has, so far as 
the present war is concerned, become the 
apologist of the State, its instrument in 
carrying out a policy which on grounds of 
common justice, let alone Christianity, 
cannot be defended. 

In other words, the Church has become 
an instrument in the game of power poli- | 
tics, a defender of British political and 
economic policy during the last twenty 

(Continued on page 4) 


German i 


That declaration contained 


CAUSE AND 
CURE 


“J HOLD war a disgrace to civiliza- 

tion and a special disgrace to 
statesmen and rulers, for it is always 
their ambition or lust for domination, 


or greed to hold all they have, or a ' 
desire for revenge or a combination , 


of all these that is the cause of war. 


“I pray God that the day may soon 


come when the plain common people 
of the different countries, who, for 
the most part, have to wage war that 
statesmen proclaim and then for 
many a hungry year after the war is 
ended to eat with their poor wives 
and children the bread of poverty of 
which statesmen do not know even 
the taste, may soon agree among 
themselves to ask and demand that 
some other means than war Shall be 
found for settling the differences be- 
tween nations.” 
—Cardinal MacRory, Archbishop of 
Armagh and Primate of All- 
Ireland, an September 10. 


PEACE 


A Pacifist Commentary 


THE anticipated peace proposals were not 
contained in Hitler’s speech on Tues- 

day. Nevertheless, it seems that such pro- 

posals will be forthcoming quite scon. 


As I write on Wednesday morning there seems 
ne doubt that the Allies intend to reject any 
such proposals. If they do, the last opportunity 
of saving Europe from catastrophe may have 
been lost. 


We ought, therefore, to be active now in 
demanding that if any opportunity for an armis- 
tice should come in the next few days, it should 
not be lost but should be used to deal with the 
fundamental problem of removing the causes of 
war. Indeed, if the unwillingness to negotiate 
can be broken down at all, the demand should 
be for the putting forward of proposals from this 
side. There are signs that in such a demand 
they will not be without public support. 


“Humanizing” the War 


EN view of Lord Halifax’s statement in the 
&~=6 House of Lords on Wednesday of last week 
that “the Government must hold themselves 
completely free,” if Germany bombed other than 
military objectives, “‘to take such action as they 
may deem appropriate,” the National Peace 
Council sent the following telegram on Septem- 
-ber 14 to the Foreign Secretary, Lord Halifax: 


“The National Peace Council has noted the 
Government's intention expressed in your speech 
of yesterday to take ‘such action as they deem 
appropriate’ in the event of German bombing of 
open towns. The Council earnestly hopes that 
such action will not include measures which you 
explicitly denounced if taken by Germany. We 
have subscribed to fhe distinction. which the 
Government is making between the Nazi regime 
and the German people and believe that any 
such reprisals would involve the abandonment of 
this distinction—the maintenance of which is 
essential to the conclusion of an early and 
honourable peace.” 

Shortly afterward, the Premier declared that, 
“whatever be the lengths to which others may 
go, the Government will never resort to the 
deliberate attack on women, children, and other 
civilians for purposes of mere terrorism.” But 
he added: “In the meantime it must be remem- 
bered that our strategy and tactics must at all 
stages be governed by one consideration and 
one only, namely, the most effective prosecution 
of the war.” 
our naval blockade is inflicting suffering on 
terrorism becomes the most effective way to 
win the war. 

In any case, Germany has already claimed that 

But the nature of modern war is such that 
women and children—-to which the Ministry of 
Information has replied that “such economic 
pressure, which had for its aim the early 
termination of hostilities, was recognized by all 
civilized nations as a perfectly legitimate and 
proper weapon.” 


Professor Catlin on 


Newest War Ruse 


ROFESSOR G. E. G. Catlin writes:—In 
my book The Anglo-Saxon Tradition, 
completed last April, I prophesied the like- 
lihood of this Russo-German alignment. It 
was then’a very unpopular thing to say. I 
had not even the excuse of being a Trot- 
skyite. Such suggestions were regarded 
as little less than treason by the Interna- 
tional Peace Campaign and their sympa- 
thizers who pinned their hope to seeing 
peace militant on the Polish frontier 
thanks to the aid of great Stalin. 

But what then becomes of the independence 
of Poland? Russia doubtless reflected on this 
point. According to W. N. Ewer of the Daily 
Herald. the price of her aid to Poland was the 
occupation and control of the provinces of Vilna 
and Novogrodek in the north-east and the pro- 
vinces of Lemberg, Tarnopol and Stanislavov in 
the south-east—a demand. in effect for the 
Russian occupation of all Eastern Poland—and 
the wicked British would not have it. 

According to Marsha! Voroshiloff, the British 
and Poles would not come to terms. So honest 
Russia decided on her own to support the in- 
dependence of Poland by making an agreement 
with those who wished to partition her; and to 
clasp von Ribbentrop in fraternal embrace. As 
Rubinin of the Russian Foreign Office said to 
me: “These are matters for governments, not 
public opinion, to decide.” Not all of us will, 
like Mr. Pollitt and his “ yes-men,” accept this 
explanation. 

As one reflects on the events of the past year, 
one recalls that, last September, the USSR first 
stated that they would militarily support Czecho- 
Slovakia if and when the French had already 
fone to war. They subsequently declared that 
if the French did not march, then Russia (al- 
though pledged. unlike Britain, by treaty) would 
give unofficial aid, as in Spain, with technicians, 


Hatred Will 
Do Harm 


THE pacifist cannot condone 

Jew-baiting or political 
terrorism. On the other hand, 
we can only harm the cause of 
peace if we let our indignation 
nt these evils drive us into 
liatred of the Germans. 


—Dr. R. H. Thouless in “ Peace 
News,’ September 8. 
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War on Non-Combatants 


Sickle & Swastika Allies 


a 


&c. Only, thirdly, when it was adequately clear 
that there would be no war, did the USSR 
definitely declare that it would “honour all its 
obligations.” 


The betrayal of Poland appears not to be with- 
out precedents. As one of the best-known foreign 
correspondents in Moscow, himself pro-Russian, 
said Jast August to the writer: “The Russians 
will send 700 ‘planes and then do no more. They 
will use the Poles as an excuse.” 


Many persons with well-known names (I can 
give them) have resigned recently from the 
Communist Party. Others of us who believed 
in aiding genuine movements for international 
understanding will resign from the Society for 
Cultural Relations with the USSR, as a pro- 
pagandist body, after this dishonest betrayal of 
morality in the interests of Russian policy. 


We turn our minds to saving peace, democracy 
and personal liberty in the West, to consolidating 
our own position; and to waiting for the time 
when we can resume the lead in Europe with the 
collaboration of well-wishers of peace, as 
champions of a federal union. (I should add 
that I entirely repudiate Mr. Wickham Steed’s 
now exploded concept of a federal union of 
heterogeneous units directed primarily against 
the other half of Europe; I should have done so 


Stalin’s Point of View 


Pevcnebecvaseruresassaneeserasasasauas® 
on the platform had decent courtesy permitted. 
That is not the way to build a world tribunal. 

Let us, however, be fair to Stalin. A pacifist, 
the gibe used to be, is a man who is able to 
understand Hitler’s case. Let us understand 
Stalin’s. It may be that as a Russian (or 
Georgian) he puts the immunity from war—and 
the possible territorial gains—of the USSR first. 
He is a kind of imperialist, who had at the 
moment to be a pacifist if he is to hold the 
Ukraine safely. There is, however, a more 
creditable explanation. 

As a Marxian Communist (I am a Communist, 
but not a Marxian one), Stalin does not see the 
war, like our Liberals, as one of Britain versus 
Germany for the defence of Poland and of 
democracy. It seems to him an issue of the 
workers versus German and British bourgeois 
and Polish colonels. The bourgeois ar? happily 
divided because each talks of the intolerable 
domination of the world by the others. The 
British do dominate it and the Germans wish to. 
Stalin’s object. then, as a consistent Marxist, is 
to set the bourgeois by the ears in a war which 
will ruin both. At the moment the weaker 
power is Germany, so he will see that Germany 
is not defeated too quickly—not indeed until 
France and Britain have been weakened to the 
point vwshen mutiny and revolt can break out. 


“Speaking Personally ” 


HOW . PACIFISTS, FACED 
THE LAST WAR 


believe to be a great fundamental 
truth; the possible transmutation of 
evil by good. 

In personal affairs this is being done 
every day in countless more or less 
obvious ways; by the gentle answer which 
turns away wrath and, more strongly, by 
that irradiation which certain men and 
women carry with them. But in public 
affairs, affairs of state, the divine rule is 
almost always ignored. This raises the 
testimony of the conscientious objector. 

It is often said that, whatever the civi- 
lian may do, the soldier often acts without 
hate. But the soldier’s act is, by its very 
nature, an act of destruction. Soldiers do 
not—cannot—kill their opponents because 
they love them. 

The argument that the soldier’s function 
is to defend and not to kill will not bear 
examination. It was exposed in 1916 by 
the chairman of a Tribunal, hearing an 
application for exemption on _ business 
grounds. The applicant asked what would 
happen to his business and his family if 
he were killed. The reply was: “It is not 
your job to be killed; it is your job to kill.” 
The conscientious objector could not do 
that job. 


C.O.s Last ‘Time 


A® a member of the No Conscription Fel- 
lowship, I came to know many COs, 
some of whom are still my friends. 

The CO, then as now, might be divided 
into two main groups: the Christian paci- 
fist and the international socialist, with a 
leaven of stern individualists. So far as 
my observation and intuition went, there 
was very little insincerity in eith:- of 
these groups. 

They approached their problem in dif- 
ferent ways, but they reached the same 
conclusion. Together they upheld the 
stronghold of God. 

Amongst them were many clear thinkers 
and seers. They did not pretend to ke 
great heroes or great saints, although here 
and there may have been some inflation of 
self-righteousness. 

Many of them were in their degree in- 
struments of prophecy. In their eyes was 
a steady vision of the world as it will be, 


I ENDED my first article with what I 


as man can make it. It is all that it is 
possible to cling to. For it is fatally tempt- 
ing and fatally easy in such tim’ to turn 
one’s face to the wall and curse God, to 
believe that the world is nothing more 
than the devil’s playground. 


Wider Vision 


T° avoid despair one needs the wider 
vision, the gift to see in the darkness 
the bright things which are always there 
and are indestructible. It is the essential 
task of the pacifist to communicate his 
vision and to retain in his heart knowledge 
of the good things. 
One of the most interesting examples of 
this was that of a young man, who, after 


TOUTUTRUSEREVERSHUVEGTERURU REID UUUDOSEEAUASUAREADTHOUSESEEEREREREPREO HALES REALSPLEHOGTIEGBIE 


This is the second of three 
articles by Edward G. Smith in our 
series ‘Speaking Personally,” 
which is an open forum for the 
expression of individual views. 


His final article will appear next 
week, 
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the war, made some reputation <s a writer 
of songs. He claimed exemption from mili- 
tary service because he could not kill the 
countrymen of Bach and Beethoven who 
for him represented everything which he 
held most sacred. 

The Tribunal accepted his claim and he 
was given conditional exemption. They 
displayed a surprising wisdom and paid a 
surprising tribute to his sincerity. 

There must be many who find in music 
a link which holds nations and peoples to- 
gether in the greatest darkness and 
through the most terrible storm. In those 
dread years, twenty years and more ago, 
I often found comfort in the knowledge 
that, when nearly all the nations were 
divided fratricidally, in London, Paris, 
New York, Berlin, Vienna and Rome, 
eighty musicians could sit at their desks, 
watch their conductor’s beat, and from all 
of them would arise, unified and unmis- 
takable, that immortal glory which we 


Briefly, the policy is the old one of 1917, of 
producing, from war, civil war. From civil war 
emerges the dictatorship over the workers of 
men like Stalin, to whom No-God has revealed 
what the workers really want—especially the 
continuing power of great Stalin and those who 
dare not disagree with him. There is nothing 
tricky in this. It is all quite honest and con- 
sistent. The betrayal of the silly bourgeois and 
the regulation by an “iron discipline” (Lenin) 
of the workers is a moral obligation. The 
gullible Liberals of the International Peace 
Campaign are delighted to aid in the work. 
Words are enough for them, to lead them on. 

Is this quite consistent, quite ruthless policy 
worth the sacrifices the Communists ask us tuo 
make ? 

The answer is, “No.” Stalin and Hitler end 
by becoming quite indistinguishable and, indeed, 
alNies under sickle and swastika flags. The 
parties put up their delusive fights and common 
men. suffer. 

First comes the Communist revolution, after 
military betrayal, which in this country would 
be followed by a Fascist counter-revolution. 
Each will, like Moloch, demand its holocaust of 
commen men and women. And in each case, when 
the fighting is over, a military dictatership will 
emerge in which the common man would be a 
cog exnorted to turn quicker, quicker. (Accord- 
ing to Colin Clark and Douglas Jay, both 
Socialist writers, in a recent study of Russian 
statistics, the consumption of the average 
Russian worker in 1935 was lower than in 1913). 

The day of co-operation of men of good will 
will be, not nearer, but more remote. Its spirit 
would be lost amid the fierce memories of civikh 
war and mutual murder, or crushed by a con- 
temptible tyranny furtively looking round for 
spies and enemies. 

The only alternative is a resolute policy that 
visualizes the possibility of a constructive peace. 

(As a footnote to Professor Catlin’s view of the 
situation,.it may be noted that The Times on 
Monday reported that “in some well-informed 
quarters it is pointed out that the same situation 
might well have arisen Lad the Russians been 
allied with Great Britain and France.” Could 
cynicism go further ?) 


ad » * 


This commentary, in common with other 
contributions appearing in “ Peace News,” 
must not be assumed necessarily to repre- 
sent the vieurs of the Peace Pledge Union. 


by Edward G. Smith 


know as Beethoven’s Fifth Sympheny in C 
minor. 


Women’s Attitude 


T has often been said that in war-time 

women are fiercer than men. 

There have been women who have given 
white feathers to men who were not in 
khaki. In the Khaki Election which imme- 
diately followed the Armistice in 1918, 
women were more unrestrained than men 
in demanding the hanging of the Kaiser. 

If this be true of some women, there is an 
easily seen biological reason for it. 

But there is another side to the question. 
If some women are more warlike, other 
‘women are more courageous for peace. In 
the 1914 war, there stand out the names of 
many women who worked steadfastly for 
peace throughout the years of fighting. 
Almost as soon as the war began, a body of 
women, including a number from all the 
belligerent countries, defied all prohibi- 
tions and difficulties and met as friends in 
Holland. 

For England, in this adventure, stands 
out the name of Kate Courtney, whose 
nimble mind ran ahead of official embargo. 
At home, a multitude of women defied the 
popular fury and, often at the risk of their 
lives, worked and spoke for peace and re- 
conciliation. 

It is impossible to name more than a few, 
but many others will be remembered with 
gratitude. Maude Royden lent her elo- 
quence and Mrs. Swanwick her finely tem- 
pered intellect. 

The Quaker sisters, Marion and Edith 
Ellis, displayed a calm courage which led 
the latter to prison. Mrs. Despard, Mrs. 
Snowden, and Mrs. Pethick Lawrence were 
unwavering and did not spare themselves. 

There were that gallant trio, Violet 
Tillard, Joan Beauchamp and Lydia Smith, 
who ran the CO’s paper, The Tribunal, 
when all the men had gone to prison. Joan 
Beauchamp, too, suffered imprisonment 
and, after the war ended, Violet Tillard 
died of typhus giving relief in the Russian 
famine areas. 

One might well think that had the 
national affairs been {tn the hands of 
women, instead of in the hands of men with 
their fighting tradition, the war of 1914 and 
the consequent war of 1939 would not have 
happened. 
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Scheme to Save Children!) INDIANS TEST OUR 
CLAIM TO 
“FIGHT FOR FREEDOM” 


from 


War 


INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL MIGHT 


BECOME “A 


NUCLEUS OF 


THINKING, HAPPY 
YOUNG PEOPLE ” 


That question has troubled the minds of many during the past 


H OW shall the children be protected against the effects of the war? 


few weeks. 


Evacuation from areas likely to be dangerous has been one answer. 
In the following article another solution is proposed—the establishment 


of an international community school “in some safe part of Western 


Europe.” 


The author is herself willing to play a part in such a venture. 
school would in itself be no solution to the problem, it might well show the way 


in which it should be tackled. 


By Eileen W. Parker 


¥ HAVE just been part of an international 
® team of navvies in Norway, helping to 
build a youth hostel. 

The women were chiefly occupied in 
feeding hungry men, but we were at times 
privileged to bark, plane, and carry timber 
and to mend the road; along it, lorries 
lurched many times a day for the six miles 
between the station and the site, carrying 
timber and bricks, with workers perched 
perilously on top! 

In the evenings we enjoyed learning 
songs of many nations, and at weekends 
adventured forth to see the majesty of 
Norwegian landscapes. 

In this work-camp, as in others, we felt 
the tremendous joy of creating, as weil 
as of learning. 


Away From It All 


I wonder whether there would be 
enough people interested in launching an 
international community school for refugee 
and English children in some safe part of 
Western Europe, such as the highlands of 
Ireland, Wales, Scotland or Norway—to 
make this practicable? Away from the 
nightmare strain and horror of war, 
oppression, poverty and greed, surely a 
nucleus of thinking, happy young people 
could be made. 

Would all parents, teachers, carpenters, 
gardeners, wealthy people, refugee 
workers, and anyone else who could and 
would help in such a_ scheme, please 
communicate with me as soon as possible 
before October 6. I am not free to teach 
or work in such a community at present, 
except in holiday time, but should be 
delighted to help in other capacities. 

Would anyone be willing to act as 
voluntary secretary? A typist would be 
Particularly useful. 

I am writing to some influential schol- 
astic people of other nationalities. 

Perhaps the International Voluntary 
Service for Peace, the War Resisters’ 
International, League of Nations Union, 
and Society of Friends would help to find 
pupils, money, and workers. Do any 
readers of Peace News know of a large, 
suitable house in any of the areas men- 
tioned above which might be lent or given 
while travel is still fairly safe? 

(Those interested in this project should 
communicate direct with Miss Parker at 
West Bank School, Bideford, Devon.) 


The BASQUE CHILDREN 


Carrying On 

[ would take a book to write the whole story 

of Basque House, and another to thank our 
helpers. One wishes there were time and money 
to produce and distribute them to our friends 
as a token and a “monument.” Who knows but 
one day this may happen? Meanwhile, these 
brief words will have to serve. 

The sands are running out rapidly now on 
the present phase of the venture. It has been 
no smail experience, and it is bound to be 
infinite in its repercussions. 

There remains the remnant, however, of 
whom, if there remains a niche for us in Peace 
News, there will be further news. Do not 
withhold any help you can give them. 

eae * 

This series is a weekly reminder of the 
Basque Children who are our protégés at Basque 
House, Langham, Colchester, Essex. All gifts in 
kind should be sent there. 

Donations, in cash or by cheque, should be 
sent to the Basque Fund, Peace Pledge Union, 
G Endsleigh Street, London, W.C.1. They will be 
most gratefully acknowledged. 


THEO WILLS 


While one such 


POLES meet GERMANS 
Round a Table 


A WORLD chess tournament is now 
being played in Buenos Aires. 

The cleventh round ended last week 
in a tie between Germany and 
Poland. 


Saving Poland! | 


e LREADY Poland is devastated by fire and 
flame and the civilian population in its 

cities subjected to the ruthless horrors of war. 

“Think of what would have happened to 
Poland if Germany had annexed the Corridor or } 
the whole country. Make the picture as black 
as you like, visualize in your mind all! the 
tyrannies and oppressions of Nazi rule, think of 
all what might have happened to Poland under 
a German Government and then try to think of 
a Poland going through the horrors of a modern 
war, of the ruined homes and blasted countryside 
and the plight of the women and children in the 
Polish towns and villages when the cold of 
winter comes! 

“When history comes to look back upon these 


; tragic months, I believe it will be to regard the 


British and French alliance with Poland as one 
of the great blunders of our foreign policy. For it 
implied war for Poland and war for Europe. It 
meant the setting in motion of the gigantic 
machinery of destruction and devastation and 
horror and disease spreading like a ghastly 
plague over civilization.” 
—Emrys Hughes in Forward. 


Two Trunks Wanted 


Two refugees under the care of the War 
Resisters’ International urgently need a large 
cabin trunk or case each. Their own were 
rendered useless in transit from Germany ta 
England. Offers can be made to the WRI, 11 
Abbey Read, Enfield, Middlesex. 


HAT is India’s attitude to 

the war ? Various reference 

has been made in the press 
ana wireless to the offers of help of 
the Princes, the action of the Central 
Government and of the provincial 
governments of the Punjab and 
Bengal. 

Up to the end of last week little was 
known of the attitude of Congress—save 
that recently it withdrew its members from 
the Central Assembly as a protest against 
the sending of troops to Egypt and Malaya 
during the recess. 

All last week thé Working Committee of 
Congress was in session at Wardha. It was 
in close consultation with Mahatma Gandhi 
—and finally issued a statement of 2,000 
words. The length of this, and the fact tnat 
its arrival coincided with the movement of 
Russian troops—probably caused its scanty 
handling in the press here. 

This is to be deplored as the decision 1s 
of first class importance. Space forbids 
printing the text. Readers of Peace News 
should study this statement carefully ; tire 
full text can be obtained from the India 
League, 165 Strand, London, W.C.2. 


Congress Query 


Briefly, the gist is this. Before coming 
to any final decision, the Congress invites 
the British Government to state unequi- 
vocally its war aims regarding G=mocracy 
and imperialism and how these aims apply 
ta India. In a following statement Mr. 
Gandhi says that what is required is 
“honest action to implement the declara- 
tions of faith in democracy made on tne 
eve of war and still being repeated from 
British platforms.” 

The Congress statement makes it abun- 
dantly clear where the movement stands 
with regard to aggression, and of its sym- 
pathy with Poland. It points out that 
though the Governments of Britain and 
France declare they are fighting for de- 
mocracy, past history is full of betrayal of 
its ideals proclaimed, and that if Britain 
fights for democracy, then imperialism 
must of necessity go, wherever it exists. 


It must be borne in mind that Congress 
takes a very different view of the offers of 
help from the Princes. From bitter experi- 
ence they know of the persistent attempts 
made to stifle democratic movements in 
some of the States; they cannot be blamed 
therefore if they view with some scepticism 


the Princes’ rushing in to save democracy 
in Europe. 

This Government is faced with a situa- 
tion—not an easy one—to which an imme- 
diate answer must be given. The All-India 
Congress Committee has been summoned 
for October 7 in order to give time for this 
reply. In the meantime an emergency 
committee has been appointed consisting 
of three men—Pundit Jawaharlal Nehru as 
Chairman, Vallabhbhai Patel, and Maulana 
Kalem Azad. 

It behoves all thinking people to watch 
this situation with vigilance. 


Gandhi’s Attitude 


What is Mr. Gandhi's attitude? Scarcely 
any news is coming from India owing to 
dislocation of mails. But there is a signifi- 
cant sentence in a statement made by him 
in Harijan of September 2: 

“_..I have no hesitation in re-declar- 
ing my faith in reason, which is another 
word for non-violence, rather than the 
arbitrament of war for the settlement of 
disputes, or in saying that I personally 
would not purchase my own country’s free- 
dom by violenze even if such a thing were 
a possibility. My faith in the wise saying 
that what is gatned by the sword will also 
be lost by the sword, is imperishable...” 


LOGIC! 


For this 1s not a matter of the future of 
Danzig or Poland. 

It is a matter of the future of civilization 
which cannot persist save on a basis of 
free and equal negotiation of differences 
between nations—which dies if force is 


allowed to rule unchecked in the world. 
—Francis Williams, Daily Herald, Aug. 25. 


So to save civilization we are to fight 
a war that statesmen have prophesied 
might’ well end Western civilization ; 
and to prove that “ force does not pay ” 
we are to muster greater force than 
the aggressor and subdue him by it! 


Believe It Or Not 


“Please allow me a few lines for an air raid 
hint by a war-time pilot. People should net 
look up at the sky during a raid. The white 
blobs of numerous upturned faces can be seen 
from an aeroplane at a considerable height and 
form a good and tempting target. Thos2 who are 
unable to control their curiosity—and curiosity 
is often a stronger emotion than fear—should 
shade their faces with their hats.’ 

-—Letter in The Times. 


The Rational Case Against War 


MY aversion from the idea of war goes 

back to early youth, when the South 
African campaign of the British Empire 
against two sparsely-peopled Boer republics 
outraged my sense of fair play and desire 
to see things done reasonably. 

That tendency did not originate from 
“ theological ” motives ; it was not based on 
the doctrines of any church. It arose solely 
from moral and intellectual aversion from 
what seemed unreasonable. 

What distinguishes man from the brutes 
is reason. ‘“ What shall I say of human 
reason? Has it not even entered the 
heavens? Man alone of all animals has 
observed the courses of the stars, their 
risings and settings... From contem- 
plating these things the mind draws know- 
ledge of the gods: knowledge producing 
piety, with which is connected justice and 
all other virtues.” (Cicero, On the Nature 
of the Gods. Book 2, §61). That being so, 
our guide should be Right Reason. 


* 


Now, the essential fact about war is that 
it beats down Right Reason and exalts mere 
force. What is right and just may come 
victorious from a war; but, if it does it will 
be by mere chance. The war will be won 
by the side with the greater brute 
power, whether that side be in the right or 
not (if, indeed, either side be wholly in the 
right: which is seldom, if ever, the case). 

Thus war is contrary to that Reason 
which is mankind’s distinguishing dif- 
ference from brutes. The same progress of 
our race is, however, conditional on making 
rational processes prevail over brute 
instincts. Therefore, war is a main obstacle 
to sane progress. 


by 
J. W. POYNTER 


(Author of “The Reforma- 
tion, Catholicism, and Free- 


dom,” “ The Second Summer,” 


&c.). 


As, however, the world at present largely 
ignores that fact, the question arises: “In 
a world so greatly preoccupied with war 
or preparations for war, what attitude 
should individual pacifists adopt ? ” 

No-one can live in an isolated world of 
his own, apart from his fellows. True, but 
it is nevertheless possible to bear individual 
witness to high ideals. 


It is often said to the pacifist: “ Your 
ideals may be right, but they are at 
present not practicable. When humanity 
has reached a higher stage of evolution 
they may be able to be realized. Mean- 
while, each nation must prepare for war 
to defend itself; and who are you, to take 
up a position apart from that of others?” 


The reply to this ought to be clear. If a 
person is convinced that war and pre- 
parations for it are essentially wrong in 
themselves, he should say so and maintain 
his stand. He may be little able to influ- 
ence current events, but he vindicates his 
own conscience, and, in however small a 
degree, he will help to produce a better 
public opinion on the whole subject—and 
that, after all, is the only way war will 
ever be abolished. 


If, on the other hand, the pacifist. think- 
ing his small individual witness of no 
power to alter things as they are, 
acquiesces in those things, then he actually 
contributes to destroy, or at least delay, 
hope of better. 

He should be faithful to his personal 
convictions, even in the most adverse 
circumstances. If, in the last resort. he has 
to be even a martyr to those convictions, 
well, martyrs are pioneers of progress. 


* 


Let us take “a long view.” Mankind is 
still in a very imperfect stage of evolution. 
However great some evils may seer. to be, 
the very fact that they are evils makes it 
a duty—in those who see them to be so— 
to oppose them. 

The ideal in view should be to help to- 
ward the time when reason and not 
emotions shall guide men; when (to quote 
an excellent definition) mankind shall 
take up “the mental attitude which un- 
reservedly accepts the supremacy of reason 
and aims at establishing a system of philo- 
sophy and ethics verifiable by experience 
and independent of all arbitrary assump- 
tions or authority.” The “ reasonable life” 
would eliminate war. 

This ideal seems remote in these sad 
times, and each of us may be able to do 
but little to attain it; but the old saw holds 
good: “every little counts.” 

By individual witness the day will be 
hastened when brute force, as a method 
of attaining national or other ends, will 
give way to peaceful reason which will 
lead to a better social system. 


PEACE NEWS 


An Anthology of 


Peace and War 
Arranged by Vincent Long 


Marcus Aurelius 


T would be a man’s happiest lot to depart 

from mankind without having had any 
taste of lying and hypocrisy and luxury 
and pride.... 


Hast thou determined to abide with vice, 
ana has not experience yet induced thee 
to fly from this pestilence? For the 
destruction of the understanding is a 
pestilence, much more indeed than any 
such corruption and change of this atmos- 
phere which surrounds us. For this 
corruption is a pestilence of animals in so 
far as they are animals; but the other is 
a pestilence of men in so far as they are 
men. 


—Meditations. 


- * >. 


Alfred Tennyson 


MEN. my brothers, men the workers, 
ever reaping something new; 

That which they have done but earnest of 
the things that they shall do: 


Fo- I dipped into the future, far as human 
eye could see, 

Saw the Vision of the world, and all the 
wonder that would be... . 


Till the war-drum throbbed no longer, and 
the battle-flags were furled 
In the Parliament of man, the Federation 
of the world. 
—Locksley Hall. 


Paganism or 


“For every soldier 


there are 


20 mothers 


every wife and mother in this 

world ; I want to point out that 
in proclaiming war on another 
country our statesmen are involving 
innocent people whose only desire is 
peace on earth. 


For every soldier ready to fight there are 
twenty mothers who pray for “no war.” 

We who suffer most in war must be 
‘heard! 

If a man commits murder his whole 
family is not hanged along with him. The 
leader who talks of war ought to be trea- 
ted as a potential murderer and im- 
prisoned. Such a man is of no service to 
the community of the world. 


* 
"TRUE, much is done because it has been 


‘| WANT to plead the cause of 


who pray for ‘no war’*’ 


done for generations; but the world 
is older and things have changed. 
Countries of the world are no longer 
separate houses in large gardens; they are 
rooms in one vast house; rooms of different 
sizes—as in all houses—but they must all 
be kept clean and habitable. 


Since, in the ordinary course, wives and; 


mothers attend to domestic duties why can- 
not they keep this vast house in order? 


* 


BY meeting force with force we are set- 

ting a bad example to our children 

who can but follow in our steps when they 

have grown to be men and women and yet 
another “force” is to be reckoned with. 

Each generation breeds something 1¢w, 

some problem to face, but our attitude to- 


| \ 


has been a_ spontaneous 

movement of groups of 
retugees to offer their services in 
the military forces of England and 
France. ‘here is a pathetic aspect 
in the willingness of these homeless 
people to lay down their lives for 
the country which has given them 
asylum ; but there is at the same 
time a heartening aspect that they 
are willing to fight, not for any 
national cause, but for what they 
feel to be the permanent values of 
civilization. 
‘It is the same kind of feeling that has 
prompted young men from this country 
and from France to form the International 
Brigade who fought for the Spanish 
Republic. 

Refugees constitute at once an influence 
for international understanding and for 
international friction. Inevitably many of 
them feel resentment against the States 


D URING the last weeks there 


‘wards the problem is more important than|Jwhich have persecuted them and broken 


the problem itself. ENA FORD 


their lives; and inevitably they arouse 


(This is but one of several contributions|q2mongst masses of people, who are moved 


we have received expressing a similar 
point of view.—Ep.) 


to help them by reasons of humanity in 
other countries, a feeling of resentment 
against the oppressor States. 


Outstanding Qualities 


Christianity ? ON the other side, many amongst the 


(continued from page 1) 


years, to go no further back, but also of 
the military might by which that policy 
has been and still is supported. 

In view of the Church’s declaration that 
“force must be met by counte1 force—there 
is no other way,” it must be acknowledged 
and proclaimed that the Christian Church 
has ceased to exist; that the pagan gods of 
material power and military might have 
ascended the altars of whilom Christian 
sanctuaries and hurled condemnation upon 
those who would venture to free the Cross 
from the service of Imperialism and of the 
military power upon which it rests. 

Material and military power hang to- 
gether. 

Military might is being used against 
Hitler, who built up great military power 
in order to retrieve his country from the 
condition of beggary to which our post- 
war policy, including the Treaty of Ver- 
sailles, condemned it. 

Instead of removing the evils of 
Versailles, and other evils which arise out 
of imperialism, we seek to defend those 
evils by means of military force. In this 
way the Great Powers have got themselves 
entangled in a vicious circle from which 
they would appear unable to escape. 


x 
Has the Church no guidance to offer to 
the nations in their plight? 

The choice before her is this: shall she 
stand by her Christian principles, or shall 
she conform to the pagan practices of 
modern States? Shall she speak in the 
pagan terms she now unblushingly uses, or 
shall she say to Britain, for example: 

“How futile to meet the evil consequences of 


Versailles, &c. with more violence, when 
obviously more angry retaliation will follow? 
Shall we not rather, in a spirit of penitence and 
humility seek to remove the evil we helped 
to bring, by deeds of generosity, and in a spirit 
ot triendship try to build up a new system of 
international intercourse and trade exchange?” 

Complete lack of any such call from the 
one agency in our midst which ought to pe 
giving it, is the supreme tragedy of our 
time. 

The voice of imperishable truth comes 
to us today even more clearly and forcibly 
than when it was spoken: “Put up again 
thy sword into its place; all they that use 
the sword shall perish with the sword.” 

Yet, after nineteen centuries, and while 
Christendom moves rapidly toward destruc- 
tion, the Church of Christ declares to the 
British people that ‘“ Force must be met by 
counterforce: There is no other way.” 


refugees are men and women of out- 
standing quality who in their country of 
origin have been workers for liberal causes 
and for peace and international brother- 
hood, and who retain those ideals in still 
fuller measure when forced to leave their 
country. 

They have a sense of the deeper values 
of life, made more conscious because of the 
very trials and tribulations through which 
they have passed. And the fact that they 
have had to leave their country cnd find 
a fresh home makes them conscious of 
being citizens of the world. 

Moreover, many of those who take the 
lead in helping refugees are strengthened 
in their sense of a single all-embracing 
humanity by their action. No man of the 
last generation stood out more clearly as a 
world citizen than Dr. Nansen, who was 
the first High Commissioner of the League 
for Refugees. And for nearly the whole of 
the last century the English settlers in the 


But the Church condemns itself by add-| United States of America, whose forbears 


ing: ‘‘ What this means must be hateful to 
any Christian man.” Why should it be 
hateful if it be the way of Christ? A way 
may be hard, but it will never be hateful 
if it be the way of truth and life. 

On the same day that this declaration 
appeared in the press, there also appeared 
these words of advice to clergy from the 
Bishop of Birmingham :‘ 

“Do not acquiesce in a self-righteous patriot- 
ism which assumes that our national policy in 
the past has been wholly good in motive or 
effect. Repudiate the idea that Hitlerism can 
be conquered by force. Evil political systems 
can only be destroyed by moral victories,” 

There you have two voices: that of 
paganism, and that of Christianity. Which 


shall we heed? 
w.w. 


were refugees from religious persecution, 
held to the principles that their spacious 
country should be a place of asylum for 
all fleeing from persecution, whether re- 
ligious, racial or political, and that in the 
new society these differences should be 
submerged by the recognition of the 
“rights of man.” 

So America grew great as a “mother 
of exiles”; and in no country was there, 
and is there, a stronger feeling for peace 
between the nations. 

It is notable, too, that the largest body 
of refugees in modern history before 
our own times, namely the Huguenots who 
were driven from France in the 17th Cen- 
tury, contributed leaders of liberal thought 
to England, Germany. South Africa and 
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approach. Its activity is not confined to the 
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but promotes and encourages a_ constructive 
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Refugees Will Help the 
Cause of Peace 
says Professor NORMAN BENTWICH 


Australia and other lands of refuge. 

Amongst the refugees from Central 
Europe today there are men who are pre- 
eminent, not only as masters of thought, 
but as fighters for peace. Einstein and 
Freud, Thomas Mann and his remarkable 
family, Arnold and Stefan Zweig, were 
leaders in the cause of humanity in Ger- 
many and Austria, and are leaders in the 
cause of humanity today, in England and 
America. 

It is significant, in a way, that some 
years ago, when the Institute of Intellec- 
tual Co-operation established by the 
League was striving to spread a knowledge 
of the deeper causes of war and the ways 
of eliminating them, it turned to Einstein 
and Freud and asked them to write to each 
other their views on this greatest problem 
of our time. But it is still more significant 
that amongst the rank and file of the re 
fugees, whose lives seem to have been torn 
from their roots, you find today a clear and 
moving expression of that inner peace 
which must be the foundation of world 
peace. 


Coneern for Essentials 

A STRIKING example of that outlook 

was given a month or two ago, just 
before the crisis loomed, when the New 
Statesman and Nation published a letter 
from a German refugee boy commenting 
on an article by one of our leading Eng- 
lish writers about the feelings of refugees. 
The writer described how deep must be 
the hatred, amongst the thousands who 
had suffered, towards the one man who 
appears to be responsible for this flood of 
misery. 

The boy wrote back to say that, in his 
own experience and that of many of his 
comrades, that idea was a complete mis- 
take. They were far from nursing hatred 
towards any individual or towards any 
system: they were moved to think of essen- 
tial things in their new surroundings and 
in their abundant leisure. Having no 
daily work, they were moved to reflect on 
those deeper and more permanent values 
of life which will survive when the Hitlers 
and Streichers have passed away. Their 
ear was attuned as to what the English 
poet called:—“ The still sad music of 
humanity.” 


Their Great Ideal 

"THAT was not an exceptional case of one 

philosophical boy; but such thinking 
is the common experience of all those who 
have been working for the refugees. Tried 
in the crucible of suffering, many of these 
men and women, old and young, have come 
out the stronger. 

Whether they join the fighting forces, be- 
lieving that the evil that threatens civiliza- 
tion must be crushed by force, or whether 
they are engaged in another form of ser- 
vice, or whether they are debarred from 
service and must just wait and think, these 
exiles from their land of birth will have as 
their aim, not a brave new world but a 
juster new world, when the grim struggle 
which faces humanity today is over. And 
—not less important—during that struggle 
they will be a steady influence for fair 
and humane conditions of peace which the 
masses know this time is the only way of 
making a peace that will be peace. 
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: TWO. VOICES. 
from ! 


/THE CHURCH 


, From a wartime message on 
Christian citizenship issued last 
Thursday over the signatures of the 
Archbishop of Canterbury and the 
Moderators of the Church of Scotland 
and the Evangelical Free Churches: 


“ AT all costs the policy proclaimed 
= by the German Fiihrer must be 
overcome. 


It is based on force. It 
. must be met by 
' counter-force. 


| “What this 
' means must be 
| hateful to any 
Christian man. 
| But there is no 


other way. 
| “The only 
effect of any 


' appeal of non- 
| resistance upon 
. Herr Hitler 
would have 


“ * been to encour- 
ARCHBISHOP OF age him to pur- 
CANTERBURY sue his way 


with more ruth. 
less determination. 


“May God help us so to be patriots 
as not to forget we are Christians.” 
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Peace Couneil’s Appeal te Premier 


WHAT WE SHOULD TELL THE 


Some hints to the clergy on war- | 
time sermons, by the Bishop of Bir- 
mingham (Dr. E. W. Barnes) in the 
monthly “Messenger” of the diocese: 


ee p° not acquiesce in a self-righteous 

patriotism which assumes that 
our national policy in the past has 
been wholly good in motive or effect. 


“Do not speak 
as though we 
had no respon- 
sibility for the 
creation of the 
temper that has 
led to war. 


“Do not re- 
pudiate our 
right to be in- 
dignant over a 
known wrong. 

“Repudiate 
the idea that 
Hitlerism can 
be conquered by force. Evil political 
systems can only be destroyed by 
moral victories. 
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DR BARNES 


“It is not Christian nor even re- 
ligious to say that force must be met 
with force.” 


Pastor Summoned for Removing 
“Blasphemous Notices” 


THE REV. 
pastor of Horton Lane Congregational 


DONALD CAMPBELL, 


Church, Bradford, was summoned re- 
cently under the Emergency Powers Act 
for pulling down Territorial and RAF 
notices from his church notice board. 


Mr. Campbell told the court that he was 
not sure of the scope of the Act, but he 
said he acted as he did fully expecting to 
be punished for it. 


The Congregational Church, he stated, 
stood for freedom of conscience. The Gov- 
ernment notices were superimposed on 
notices of infinitely greater importance 
and in his opinion the Government notices 
were a complete contradiction of - the 
notices which they covered up. 


Mr. Campbell maintained that the pre- 
sence of the notices on the Church notice 
board implied that the Church supported 
them. He also objected to the notice board 
being used when there were secular boards 
which could have been used quite well, 
and which were ignored. 


Fining Mr, Campbell 4s. costs the Magis? 
trate said “We don't like everything that 
happens in this country, but we must carry 
out the law.” The court made it clear, 
however, that future offenders would be 
liable to a fine of £100 and/or a term of 
imprisonment. 


In the police statement Mr. Campbell 
was alleged to have referred to “blasted, 
infernal notices”; but he explained that 
what he actually said was “ blasphemous 
notices.” 


Still The Only 
Way 


"THOUGH they have already ap 

peared in Peace News, these words 
of Mr. George Lansbury and Mr. 
James Maxton in the House of 
Commons on August 24 must be kept 
in mind today, now that war is upon 
us. They still show the only way to 
peace. 


George Lansbury : 


“How dare we old men _ send 


another ten million or twenty million 
of the youth of the world to be again 
massacred for this chimera of peace 
through slaughter? 

“Peace can come only when the 
nations of the world are prepared to 


do justice by one another.” 


James Maxton : 

“T have to record my opposition to 
the Prime Minister’s mandate to go 
to war. 

“But I give to the Prime Minister 
a complete mandate and support to 
go out into the world—a_ warring 
world, a world of inflamed passions, 
a world ready to huri millions of tons 
of scrap-iron through the air at one 
another— 

to go out to the world and make a 

call for the nations of the world to 

build anew civilization, a civiliza- 
tion which will abolish poverty and 
inequalities, a civilization to which 

Great Britain is prepared to give, 

not a civilization out of which some 

sections of humanity are going to 
take.” 


“Preserve Freedom” 
Call to Workers 


HE Labour Rights League has published 

a statement over signatures represent- 

ing different sections of the Working-class 

Movement urging that independent action 
should be maintained. 


“We share with countless working men and 
women in Germany the desire to end the 
barbarities of Nazism and the Hitler Govern- 
ment,” the statement says, “ but it is tragic that 
the Labour Movement of Britain has forgotten 
all it owes to the teachings of Keir Hardie and 
the other pioneers, and repeats its blunder of 
1914, lining up with Capitalism. 


“Large numbers of Labour Party, Trade 
Union and Co-operative members are deeply dis- 
tressed by a war which will inflict endless 
suffering on the peoples whilst making enormous 
fortunes for profiteers. 


“The workers must preserve and strengthen 
their organizations or an independent basis. Let 
them hold fast to their right to organize, to meet 
together, to speak freely, so that they nay keep 
their power to influence events and to work for 
Socialisn and Peace.” 


Formerly N.C.L. 


The signatures already received include: 
Alfred Salter, MP, Cecil H. Wilson MP, W. H. 
Morris, W. Wellock, Jim Simmons, Rose Simpson, 
Mrs. Pavitt, W. Ballantine, C. A. Smith. Fenner 
Brockway, John McNair, J. H. Hudson. Lord 
Faringdon, Lord Huntingdon, J. Allen Skinner 
and Ethel Mannin. 


The Labour Rights League was formerly the 
No Conscription League and its aims are (a) the 
independence of working-class organizations; (b) 
the liberties of organizations, speech, press and 
person; (c) the rights of those who frorn political 
or religious conviction, feel they must decline to 
become a part of the State war machine; (d) the 
study cf the causes of war and social injustice, 
and (e) the preparation of the conditions for a 

People’s Peace based on justice and freedom. 


GERMAN 


PHOPLE 


Our Contribution to a New 
Kuropean Order : : Gains 
Peace would Bring 


N appeal to the Prime Minister to “ emphasize in conerete terms the 
benefits available to the German people in a negotiated peace and 
in the creation of a new European order ” was made in a letter sent 


to him last week by the Bishop of 


Chelmsford (Dr. Henry Wilson), as 


President of the National Peace Council. 


The letter urges the need for Britain and the British Empire to make 
a full contribution towards the setting up of a new order in which the 
standards of living of all peoples would be higher. 


Dr. Wilson’s letter to Mr. Chamber- 

lain declared that the NPC “ believe 
itour duty as the representative body 
for the peace organizations to lay 
certain considerations before you, 
land we do so with greater confidence 
jrecalling the sympathetic attention 
which you gave in March to our 
deputation. 


“We welcome the distinction,” it con- 
tinued, “ which the Government is making 
as the basis of its policy between the 
actions of the Nazi régime and the respon- 
sibilities of the German people, and would 
desire to congratulate the Government on 
its efforts to convey to the German people 
our readiness to make peace with any per- 
sons faithfully representing their interests. 
We think that the developed use of this 
technique of approaching might, if applied 
at once, have considerable influence in 
shortening the war. 


Basis for Peace 


“We feel it essential, however, that the 
message which we seek to convey to the 
German people should not limit itself to 
explanations why the Government has no 
confidence in Hitler and has felt it neces- 
sary to go to war, but, more importantly, 
should emphasize in concrete terms the 
benefits available to the German people in 
a negotiated peace and in the creation of a 
new European order. 


“For this purpose, we believe that the 


Government should use all its resources to} 


make clear its determination to ensure that 
the peace to be made between Great Britain 
and the German people shall be made upon 
the basis of negotiation and not dictation, 
and the readiness of Great Britain and the 
British Empire to make its full contribu- 
tion toward: 

“(a) The promotion of the economic well- 
being of all the peoples of Europe through the 
free exchange of goods and services (ensuring a 
lebensraum adequate for all) and other measures 
designed to improve standards of livinz ; : 

“(b) The development of a new colonial 
system which, while safeguarding the interests 
of the native peoples, ensures {(o all nations a 
share in‘administrative responsibility and equal 
access to raw materials and opportunities for 
trade; 

“(c) The development of a federal order on 
the basis of the free co-operation of peoples, en- 
suring justice and security for all; 

“(d) The provision of mutual assistance—to 
the exclusion of indemnities—in achieving the 
transition to be made from armament and war 
preparation to a peaceful economy, 


“We would respectfully urge upon you 
the vital necessity for the earliest possible 
development along these lines of the action 
already being taken by the Government.” 


Vera Brittain’s Venture 


Vera Brittain is hoping to circulate during the 
| war a personal letter to her friends and readers 
in the Peace Fledge Union who are interested 
in receiving a weekly message of comradeship 
and encouragement, and would like to help her 
in trying to keep alive the spirit of our move- 
} ment through the dark hours before us. 
| Will all who are interested, write to her c/o 
Dick Sheppard House, 6 Endsleigh Street, 
WC.1, and ask for the specimen Introductory 
Letter. 


How South Wales 
C.0.s Were 
Dealt With 


| PaSpeer eke e were the decisions reached by 
the South Wales Tribunal for conscientious 
objectors at Cardiff on September 7. (As rer 
ported last week, the Tribunal announced that 
decisions reached on September 8 would be com- 
municated to applicants in writing.) 


Placed on the Register of 
Objectors without condition: 


JOHN BENNETT, Iocal preacher, Carton. 


Conscientious 


DANIEL ROBERTS BURD, unemployed, 
Porth. 
Placed on the Register of Conscientious 


Objectors on condition that during the next 
twelve months they did six months’ work at a 
training centre as prescribed by the Ministry of 
Labour: 

ERNEST T. MADLEY, apprentice, Fairwater. 

KENNETH NOVELL, Liandaff. 

WILLIAM BAFICO, Roath. 

BRINLEY MYRDDIN REES, student, Canton. 

KARL DOLLING, student, Ynyshir. 

GEORGE FLEMING, Bridgend. 

KENNETH JOHN BLACKMORE, 
Bridgend. 

REYSHON THOMAS, coal picker, Aberdare. 

ALWYN GIBBS, Mountain Ash. 

CLIFFORD HENRY MORGAN, shop assistant, 
Newport. 

Placed on the Military Training 
non-combatant duties only: 

WILLIAM BERNARD DAVIES. 

RONALD AVERY, grocer, Newport. 

LESLIE HOWARD GOUGH. Ely. 

E. J. DRAISEY, Blackwood. 


salesman, 


Register for 


Earlier Cases 


Following is a list of cases dealt with by the 
Cardiff Tribunal on August 21: 


Placed on the Register of 
Objectors unconditionally : 


JOHN JONES, motor engineer, Treforest. 

DENVER. JONES, colliery labourer, Tonyre- 
fail. 

EDGAR DAVIES, colliery haulier, Tredegar. 

BRYNLEY ARTHUR MEDCRAFT, ocollier's 
helper, Newbridge. 

REGINALD HOWARD LEWIS, Crumlin. 

Placed on the Register of Conscientious 
| Objectors on condition that during the next 
itwelve months they do six months’ work at a 
training centre as prescribed by the Ministry 
of Labour: 

CYRIL JAMES, colliery worker, Aberaman. 

RAYMOND EVANS, Abertillery. 

VERNON BAILEY. Gilfach Goch. 

D. G. HUNT, Ynysybwl. 

T. C. WOODLAND, Llantwit Vardre. 

ARTHUR EDWARD MORTON, Risca. 
| DAVID DOUGLAS, collier, Abercarn. 
| IDRIS HOOD, Pontycymmer. 


“Why Were They Proud?” 


The pacifist message is still going forward, in 
spite of war. It is encouraging to be able to 
record that Why Were They Proud?—a study in 
Empire, with particular relationship to the 
British colonies—is now being trans)ated for 
publication in the Danish and Dutch languages. 

This is largely due to the success the English 
work has had among stwdents, in fact, orders 
have been received from Africa, New Zealand 
and many other parts of the world. Further, 
this 150 page work is available today in an un- 
abridged English edition at 6d. 

Bulk supplies are obtainable for Study Groups, 
&c., at a reduced price. Orders and inquiries 
to the Literature Department, Dick Sheppard 
House, 6 Endsleigh Street, London, W.C.1, or 
to the publishers, The Pacifist Research Bureau. 
51 Ruskin Walk, London, S.E24, will be 
welcomed. 


Conscientious 


BROOKS 
Christian Contribution 


to Ethies 


By F. A. 


Christianity and Morals. By Edward 
Westermarck. Kegan Paul. 2ls. 
THE name of Professor Westermarck has 
* long been one of international stand- 
ing, not only in his native Finland and in 
this country where he taught for a genera- 
tion, but in general throughout the scien- 
tific world. In particular his Origin and 
Development of Moral Ideas and The His- 
tory of Human Marriage mark him out as 
an outstanding pioneer in the allied fields 
of anthropology, sociology, and compara- 
tive ethics 
In his latest volume the relationship of 
historical church Christianity with the 
chief departments of ethics is subjected to 
an exhaustive and illuminating survey. 
With that vast but easily carried erudition 
which a generation of students has learned 
to expect from his pen, Professor Wester- 
marck summarizes the relationship of 
Christianity, in both its Catholic and Pro- 
testant forms, with ethical evolution. 
Firstly, the origin, nature, and evolution 
of Christianity are considered, then in suc- 
cession its historical relationships with 
such fundamental ethical problems as are 
represented by war, slavery, asceticism, 
marriage, divorce, sexual aberrations, 
suicide, and the treatment of the lower 
animals are separately examined. 
Professor Westermarck writes from the 
standpoint of a Rationalist, or at least of a 
Modernist of the extreme Left. 


Gains and Losses 

Jesus Himself was a moral genius of the 
very first rank, even though our gospels do 
not invariably convey the ipsissima verba 
of the Master. 
tions of ‘“ Christianity” have not, accord- 
ing to our authority, been by any means 
always an improvement on earlier moral 
concepts and practices. 

For example, women had a higher status 
under the Pagan Roman Law than under 
that of any Christian nation down to the 
present times. ‘ 

Buddhism had a more universal outlook, 
leading in particular, to a much greater 
humanity towards animals. As late as the 
mid-19th century, Pope Pius IX forbade the 
formation in (Papal) Rome of a society 
for the prevention of cruelty to animals, 
on the ground that Catholics have no 
“duties” towards them. 

Further, the doctrine of exclusive salva- 
tion has converted the church into the most 
fearful persecutor in all history. 

As against this, Christianity abolished 
infanticide and did away with unnatural 
sexual practices, though the suppression of 
these latter was effected with appalling 
cruelty. Whether Christianity abolished 
slavery in Europe is more doubtful, but in 
Europe—though not in Negro America—it 
was probably an ameliorative influence. 

The sentiment of pity, largely foreign to 
pagan antiquity, owes much to early 
Christianity. In modern social relations, 


ALL INA 
MAZE _ 


Every War a Civil War 


GO little yet does man regard the in- 

terests of man. Confined to his clod of 
earth, like the insect to its leaf, he does not 
perceive that every war on the face of the 
globe is, in fact, a civil war; and a dark sea. 
in a spiritual sense as truly as in physical 
fact, gives, by its concealing cloak, the 
appearance of separate enchanting islands 
to the girdle of mountains which surrounds 
the world. 

Jean Paul Richter, Levana, 1806. 


Chords of Victory. 
Though War's high-sounding harp may be 
Most welcome to the hero's ears, 
Alas, his chords of victory 
Are wet, all o'er, with human tears. 
Thomas Moore, Sacred Songs, 1816. 


* * * 

The abev. are extracts from the Peace 
and War anthology “All in . Maze,” by 
Daniel George, with some assistance from 
Rose Macaulay. It is published by Collins, 
6s. net. 
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But the ethical contribu-.- 


RIDLEY 


too often, as the author says, “in his con- 
flict with God, Mammon has carried the 
day.” 


Originally Pacifist 

The burning current question of the re- 
lationship of Christian ethics and war 
occupies some of the most interesting pages 
in the book. 

Christianity, originally a pacifist move- 
ment, was transformed by the “ conver- 
sion” of the Roman Empire into a pillar 
of that militaristic régime. Since then 
official Christianity has usually run in 
double harness with the institutions of 
organized force and war-making States. 

In the Crusades the Church itself was 
the warmaker, and again in the 16th and 
17th century “ wars of religion.” 

But even as early as the Renaissance 
courageous humanists like Erasmus and 
Dean Colet raised their voices against war, 
which is “ murder and theft committed by 
great numbers on great numbers.” What a 
modern sound these words of Erasmus have 
for us today! 

Professor Westermarck has written a 
book of scientific value not inferior to the 
high standard he has attained in the past. 
In the course of this immense array of 
facts he has said the first word on many 
interesting points. If he has not said the 
last word that is due to the very vastness 
of his subject, in which is embraced well 
nigh the universality of the relations of 
mankind both with society at large and 
with the totality of moral problems; and 
what major social problem is there that 


does not fall within this category? 
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John Barelay says: 


Why Not Stop 


THE only sane thing to say at this mad 
moment is “STOP THE WAR”! I 


the Slaughter 
NOW ? 


have met no-one who wants it to continue - 


—not even the most blue-blooded of our 
race. 

It is apparent to everyone that unless 
we call a halt very soon the loss of life will 
be immense. The idea of breaking the 
Siegfried Line with 1,000,000 men is an 
echo from the past when I was one of those 
who were sent to break the Hindenburg 
line of 1917. 

Why massacre on this scale for imaginary 
lines on the map—they are the same where 
ever drawn, and have no relation to the 
people who live either side 
of them? 


The Group] I have already heard 


Secretary’s talk in trains of an Armis- 
Weekly 
Notes 


tice, and eating a bun on 
Oxford Station last week 
I overheard a conversation 
between two business men 
—a conversation which might have been 
heard between any two pacifists. Nobody 
believes either what they read or hear, and 
all are horrified at the talk of a three-year- 
war, 
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In such an atmosphere surely there is 
an opportunity to put the case for friend- 
ahip in such a way as to set fire to the 
imagination of the world and to r-.":e a 
truce possible. 

There is a willingness to listen and a 
willingness to act. If only the churches 
would give a lead, or a Maxton take on new 
youth in the Labour Party, or, better still, 
you and I inspire one another to reach still 
further toward the stars. 

If you have a voice let it be heard. The 


News of the 
Peace Pledge Union 


What the Groups are Doing 


A BRANCH of the Pacifist Service Corps 
is now under organization at the Dick 
Sheppard Centre, Bayswater. Hospitality 
will be given to six COs for whom mem- 
bers want to raise 15s. per week for food 
and minor expenses. 

As soon as their two refugees leave for 
medical service in the Czech unit the 
Centre’s refugee fund will be converted 
into a new Conscientious Objectors’ Fund. 

In connexion with the Corps they are 
also organizing First Aid Classes. 

Anyone interested in this venture should 
write to Miss E. M. Dighton, Dick Shep- 
pard Centre, 52 Queensway, London, W.2. 


New Southern Council 


MEETING to form a Southern (Central) 
Area Council of the PPU was held at 
Southampton last Sunday. Representatives were 
present from the West Hampshire, Isle of Wight 
and East Hants and West Surrey Regions and 
from West Sussex (Chichester), 

After hearing a report from the Area repre- 
sentative on the National Council (G. C. Seager, 
Winchester) it was agreed to form an Area 
Council. Vera Bingham (Haslemere) was elected 
chairman, S. E. Hales (Andover), honorary 
secretary, and Eileen Hatt (Alton), honorary 
treasurer. 

One of the first tasks of the Council is to 
form a Region in West Sussex, which is included 
in the Area. 
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As Usual at Blackheath 
HE Peace Shop and centre, 14, Royal Parade, 
Blackheath, will continue to remain open 
daily between 10 a.m. and noon, and 3 p.m. and 
5 p.m. The usual Sunday afternoon tea parties, 
open to all who care to come in, will continue, 
to be followed by the usual open-air meetings 
on Whitfield’s Mount, Blackheath. 
There will be group meetings every Wednes- 
day, at 8 p.m., at 2 Talbot Place, S.E.3, over- 
looking the Heath. 


Central London Meetings 


1 open-air meetings at Lincolns Inn Fields, 

organized by the Central London Region, 
continue in full swing every Thursday. There 
is a need for an increased panel of speakers, 
and it is intended in the autumn to organize 
some speakers’ classes for the region. 

It is hoped that there will be as many 
volunteers for training as possible so that by 
next summer there wil: be a plentiful supply of 
speakers. 


Sheffield’s New Centre 


HEFFIELD'S new Dick.Sheppard Centre will 

be opened by Stuart Morris on Tuesday, 

October 17, at 7 pm. The address is 25 Change 
Alley, Sheffield, 1. 

All those who wish to attend the opening are 
asked to write to Mr. Donald Rodger at the 
above address, stating also whether they wish to 

| partake of refreshments. 
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THE following statement has been 
approved by the Cambridge Group 
Leaders of the Peace Pledge Union: 


“On behalf of our members we desire to re- 
affirm our conviction that preparations for war 
wili never in the long run deter a potential 
‘aggressor,’ that armament programmes. will 
always end in war and that the present catas- 
trophe is the natural and almost inevitable 
result of the power politics in which the 
Governments of Europe have been engaged 
since 1918. 

“Upon the German Government. according 
to present information, rests the main responsi- 
bility for precipitating the disaster, but this 
responsibility is shared by other Governments, 
including our own, whose policies have led 
up to the final act. The Versailles Treaty, the 
maintenarce of Franco-British domination 
through the League of Nations, the repeated 
failure to take opportunities for economic re- 
construction or the removal of political in- 
justices, the resultant armaments race—these 
have all played their part. Governments have 
had the full support of their peoples and none 
of us can escape our share of the guilt. 

“Believing that war is a flagrant denial of 
human brotherhood, that its methods outrage 
every decent human instinct and that no worthy 
end can ever be achieved by resort to it, we 
feel bound to reaffirm our pledge to take no 
part in it. We recognize the sincerity and the 
lofty motives which animate those who feel 
driven to a course of action which they hate 
and we appreciate the sacrifice and heroism for 
the display of which war may be an occasion; 
but we are convinced that war only intensifies 
the difficulties of international reconstruction 
and that there is always another way out of any 
situation if we will seek it. 

“What activities we who maintain this pledge 
can rightly undertake must be in cach case a 
matter for the individual conscience; we are all 
in a very real sense compromised by the very 
fact of our citizenship. We shall give cvery 
support to those who on grounds of conscience 
feel bound to refuse the service that the 
Government demands of them. but we shall 
gladly do whatever we feel can be rightly done 
to alleviate suffering and relieve distress. 

“We shall strive to preserve the feeling of 
respect and affection for the German people 
which in happier times we all share and we 
shall werk unremittingly for peace—not for a 
conference to which the vanquished shall be 
invited to hear the terms to be imposed by the 
victors but for that freely negotiated peace 
which has so far never been seriously attempted 
and which will leave no legacy of bitterness and 
humiliation behind.” 


Edgware Leaflet Distribution 


URING the critical week preceding the out- 
break of war, 3,000 leaflets were distributed 
by members of the Edgware group. 

The leaflet took the form of an Emergency 
Manifesto (as sent to the local Press), appealing 
to “all men and women of humane feeling to 
‘think again’ with regard to the international 
situation and its threatening outcome of war.” 


message is of friendship and the demand 
to stop the war! Now. Organize your 
public meetings—small and large—get out 
into the market place and the village green. 
Call on the people to face the alternative 
and urge on them the necessity of acting 
at once. 
* s ot 

Already thousands of lives have been 
wasted in a futile shambles. More are 
being prepared for the same fate. As the 
situation develops it throws into high re- 
lief the truth of the pacifist challenge— 
that violence opposed by violence results 
in further violence. 

The voice of the pacifist must be increas- 
ingly heard. and it is only by all answer- 
ing to this by individual action that we 
shall seize the opportunity which offers. 
During the next few days or weeks we 
may have our chance. Make the most of 
all that comes your way. 


* * * 


There are a number of people who are 
especially hit by the war—they are the 
blind. One of our members, blind herself, 
but having overcome her affliction by 
training and courage. has sent the follow- 
ing appeal to me:—"I have been wonder- 
ing if there are any Braillists among the 
PPU members. I find it so difficult to get 
things Brailled . . Do you know any 
members who would put some Peace News 
articles into Braille each week?” 

Please let me know if you can help. 


P.P.U. Council Meets 


Planning Pacifist 
Service 
and Peace Aims 


N a discussion of the lines of future 
policy, the National Council of the 
Peace Pledge Union, at its meeting on Sat- 
urday, decided that the demand of mem- 
bers for opportunities of service to their 
fellows, under pacifist auspices, should be 
met. 

To this end it was agreed that the work 
of the Pacifist Service Corps should con- 
tinue to be done as part of the work of 
PPU headquarters, but that there should be 
no question of its being at the disposal of 
the Government. It is in fact to be known 
in future as the Pacifist Service Bureau. 


© o * 


Beyond that, it was urged that the PPU 
should concentrate on bringing the war to 
an end, and on dealing with its ravages in 
the spiritual sphere. A sub-committee, 
consisting of Miss Vera Brittain, Maurice 
L Rowntree, and Dr. Alfred Salter, has 
already been appointed to consider, in con- 
junction with the Pacifist Research Bureau, 
the question of peace aims. 


Over 136,000 Members 

It was announced at the meeting that the 
total membership of the PPU was then 
130,620. 

* * * 

Maurice Rowntree, as treasurer, pointed 
out that although donations in the first half 
of September were more than three times 
as great as in the whole of August, the need 
was still very great and urgent. Every 
member is to be asked, “as a token that he 
is still with us,” to give an immediate sub- 
scription of at least one shilling. 
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Richard Ward reported that about 900 
inquiries had so far been received by the 
Pacifist Service Bureau. 


* z= * 


It was decided to affiliate the PPU to the 
National Peace Council, on which it has 
had a co-opted member for several months. 


Highbury Group Meetings 
Meetings of the Highbury group of the Peace 
Pledge Union (Leader: Will Hayden) are held 


every Sunday at 3p.m. at 76 Calabria Road, 
Highbury, London, N.5. 


Outpost of Empire? 


“Britons in Warsaw stood stiffly to attention 
during the city’s worst air raid yesterday after- 
noon while the B.B.C. relayed the National 
Anthem after a repetition of the King’s speech 
to his peoples.” 

~-Evening News, 5/9/39. 
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PEACE NEWS 


LETTERS TO 


THE EDITOR 


We have space for only a few of the letters we receive. 
Other things being equal, letters of about 200 words 
stand the best chance of publication. 


Can We Give a Lead? 


E have to acknowledge a setback in 

the first round of our great struggle 
for peace, but in our darkest hour I would 
suggest that now is the time for a review 
of our past strategy so that we may benefit 
from our experience, and enable us to go 
forward with the work for which we have 
set ourselves. 

Firstly, may I suggest a few questions, 
the answering of which might help to ex- 
pose our weaknesses? 

1. Why is it that from a membership of 
over 130,000, we have recruited relatively 
few of the lower working class? 

2. Are we making a tactical error in 
filling our main source of propaganda 
(Peace News), with highbrow  philo- 
sophical articles, mostly incomprehensible 
to the ordinary man in the street, who in- 
variably is far too engrossed in the imme- 
diate problem of finding the means of to- 
morrow’s dinner? 

3. Should we, through the medium of a 
conference, draw up a Pacifist Peace Plan 
which we could, without infringing the 
Emergency Act, proceed to place before the 
people of this country in such a manner 
that they would understand it and prob- 
ably give it support? 

4. When we talk glibly of an Economic 
Conference, are we quite certain that with 
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the present political position in this country 
being what it is, we could implement it? 

Pacifism is in a unique position today. 
Ordinary folk are looking for a strong lead, 
and are prepared to listen to us. 
are engaged 
helping in ARP ambulance work, &c., leav- 
ing the great mass of people to be led 
blindly on like lambs to the slaughter. We 
must not overlook the fact that when this 
war is really uncomfortable there will be 
an outcry to stop it, but this can be done 
by the workers much quicker, and we have 
to work towards this. 

C. J. VARNEY. 
38 Domonic Drive, New Eltham, S.E.9. 


The formation of the Pacifist Service 
Corps, whether or not it receives the official 
support of the Peace Pledge Union, 
threatens to divide the pacifist movement 
into “absolutists ” and * humanitarians.” 

I have the deepest respect for the testi- 
mony of both but, while still wishing to 
serve, I feel unable to join sincerely with 
either of them. 

There are many of us who feel] that we 
have not yet found the true expression of 
our beliefs. It is not enough to be contra- 
suggestible to the war machine; protests 
and refusals, though they spring from posi- 


PACIFISM IN WARTIME 


MAY I suggest the following points to be 
borne in mind by pacifists in war- 
time: 

1. Always remain faithful to and pro- 
claim your pacifist witness; that evil can- 
not overcome evil, and that the war 
method is a betray&l of Christ’s teaching. 


2. By mental fight help to keep alive 
within yourself and others the flames of 
truth, humanity, reason and unselfish 
charity. 


3. The future of civilization can only be 
assured by a just and equable peace. We 
are condemning future generations to a 
fate worse than ours if we do not proclaim 
now the vital need for a European peace, 
not an Allied peace or a German peace. 


4. Never lose sight of the basic causes of 
this war; imperialistic rivalries, self-seek- 
ing nationalism, armaments and power 
politics, and do not be misled by popular 
over-simplification. Our own government 
is to blame as much as any other. 


5. Our renunciation of all war is a 
pledge to humanity. Military operations 
involve the futile slaughter of thousands of 
our fellc men and are equally tragic 
whichew - side claims the victory. 


6. Ovc ideal is the upholding of spiritual 
values now forgotten in a maze of lies, 
bitterness and hate. It is our paramount 
concern that the individual conscience re- 
presenting the divine will to do good and 
to uphold beauty in every man be 
stiengthened by advice, support and 
encouragement. 


7. Let us combine to canalize the uni- 
versal desire for service and self-sacrificing 
action along humanitarian lines, working 
to relieve distress and suffering and to 
render service to those in need of help. 

8. Remember that it is the other policies 
for peace which have failed; pacifism has 
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never been tried. In these dark days of 
war, we must be cheered and fortified by 
the sure knowledge that only on the basis 
of non-violence, brotherhood and _ co- 
operation can a new world order be built. 


J.R. J. 


Self-Determination 


At the meeting of the London section of 
the Peace Pledge Union the other night, I 
was surprised to notice a certain confusion 
of thought on the principle of self-deter- 
mination. One speaker said “we are not 
national, but international,” and Stuart 
Morris said “what is liberty?” None of 
us seemed able to answer him. 


I think that unless we realize clearly that 
the principle of self-determination must be 
the foundation on which any future society 
can be built we are doing a great harm to 
constructive pacifism. As pacifists we 
perhaps tend to exaggerate the economic 
causes of war and to underestimate the 
more deep-seated feelings of race and cul- 
ture. 


I can perhaps best try and answer the 
question “what is liberty?” by an example. 
The Poles at the moment are fighting for their 
“liberty.” That is to say they are fighting for 
the right of Poles to govern Poles, because 
Poles can best understand how to rule them- 
selves. They are fighting for their language, 
their customs, their literature, their laws, which 
are all a part of the Polish ethos, developed 
through the centuries. This ethos is the ex- 
pression of the Polish personality, and through 
it Poles can best continue to express them- 
selves. 

And finally the Poles are fighting for their 
soil, with which they have a closer affinity than 
anyone else on the face of God’s earth, because 
wherever they go they know that when they 
return to their country there will come that 
sudden uplift and deep satisfaction: “Here I 
belong.” As an Irishman I sympathize deeply 
with the Poles in their struggle for independ- 
ence. AS a pacifist I merely disagree with their 
method of trying to achieve it. 

To imagine that one cannot be both national 
and international is to confuse the issue. Inter- 
nationalism is simply the belief that the nations 
of the world can best exist together by a pooling 
of their economic resources and a surrender of 
certain of their political rights hitherto regarded 
as inalienable. It need infringe in no way on 
the claims of race and culture. The principle 
of local autonomy and one central authority 
has been recognized for centuries. It is at pre- 
sent practised with complete success in the 
USA and theoretically in Soviet Russia. It is 
the principle in England governing the relation- 
ship between the local council and the central 
authority, and is the foundation of the regional 
policy of the BBC. 

As a result of science we may one day 
achieve a race of perfect standardized robots. 
At the moment to work for that is not only 
impossible but undesirable. It implies the 
negation of the half of human endeavour and 
human feeling since first man talked. 


DENIS CAREY. 
8 Cleveland Gardens, London, W.2. 


But we, 
in forming Service Units, | 
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tive beliefs, have not yet found positive 
action. 

Ts it not possible that the time for mass 
non-violent technique has come?—some 
new action which will be both humani- 
tarian and absolute and, at the same time. 
the dramatic expression of our beliefs 
which is needed to startle people into 
recognition of their truth. 

I must apologize for having written this 
letter without being able to enclose exact 
practical details, but, if certain concrete 
proposals, based on the type of action we 
have studied in Gregg’s The Power of Non- 
Violence, were made to our members, and 
if even a third of them responded, we have 
enough to form the kina of army which 
could at least attempt the “outbreak of 
peace.” 

NANCY KIRKBY. 
3 Keldane Gardens, Newcastle-on-Tyne, 4. 


I fear there is a danger of the division 
between “ absolutist ” and “ humanitarian ” 
Pacifists becoming acute. Recently, for 
instance, I heard the absolutists publicly 
referred to as “those who will make the 
maximum stand, people who will accept no 
way of escape.” 

This is surely unfair to others. It is 
universally agreed that a pacifist may 
undertake humanitarian work if he wishes. 
But is the orthodox Christian to be con- 
victed of cowardice if, believing he owes a 
duty of obedience to the State (save when 
that obedience conflicts with his religion), 
he accepts such work at the hands of the 
State? 

ARTHUR LEWIS. 

38 Alston Road, Solihull, Birmingham. 


Let us welcome the plea for earnest daily 
prayer put forward by Mr. C. Bell last 
week as one of our strongest instruments 
for peace. 

At our Ilford headquarters of the Peace 
Pledge Union, with the co-operation of our 
friends in the Fellowship of Reconciliation 
and the Methodist Peace Fellowship, we 
have been holding devotional services every 
Sunday morning at 8.30 and the attend- 
ances, which have been as high as 38, show 
very clearly the need that is felt for 
prayer. 

Valuable though these meetings are, I do 
feel that our daily intercession for the 
leaders of the warring nations is a very 
positive Christian service and would release 
a power of good will and peace that in our 
very limited faith we cannot visualize. 

May I therefore add my support to the 
lead Mr. Bell has given us. 

E. S. SPENCER. 

178 Aldboro Road, Ilford. 


Price of Pacifism 


Mr. Warburton states in his letter (Peace 
News, September 15) that pacifists should 
oppose the war effort in practice by re- 
fusing to co-operate with governments and 
adds: “ That is all.” 

I agree. But as one who opposes war in 
principle I find I am not big enough to 
oppose war in practice. I pay my rates and 
taxes, my food is taxed and so I am help- 
ing to pay for this war. My non-Pea:e 
Pledge Union friends tell me that as we 
are all involved in it I must play my part 
in it or starve or withdraw from society 
completely, either to prison (where I might 
still eat food provided by the aid of the 
British Navy) or by committing suicide. 

I am not able to desert my wife and 
family in this way. I must do as Jittle as 
possible in support of this war and try to 
spread the gospel of peace to people who 
already want peace as much as myself but 
who seek it in a different manner. I carry 
my gas mask for the sake of peace at home. 
All very inconsistent. Am I a pacifist if 
I find the price too high? What do the 
PPU leaders say to that? 

GEORGE E. CULMER. 

175 Upper Street, Islington, N.1. 
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To Let 

EALING PPU have vacancy for married 
couple or bachelor to share large house with 
six others.—Write Richards, 7 Flerence Terrace, 
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EVACUATION: Large house at Royston, 
Herts. could be let in separate rooms; storage. 
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ENEMY ALIENS or any refugees offered safe 
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Spurway, Broadway, Ilminster, Somerset. 

NORLAND NURSE will 
toddlers in her own home. 
£2 2s. Od.—Taylor, 
Sandown, I.W. 
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Salop to share with others. Community life. 
Elementary and secondary school near.—Marsh, 
Pine View, Ironbridge, Salop. 
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RELIGIOUS 
QUAKERISM.—Information and literature 
respecting the Faith and Practice of the 
Religious Society of Friends, free on application 
to the Friends Home Service Committee, Friends 
House, Euston Road, London, N.W.1. 


SITUATIONS 
Vacant 

PACIFISTS concerned about their future, who 
have a small amount of capital, and who would 
be prepared to do Jand-work are invited to send 
full details of experience, age, family and 
photographs, to Box 202, Peace News, 3 Black- 
stock Road, London, N.4. 

WANTED.—Children’'s Nurse, preferably 
with some training in modern methods; twin 
girls 14 months. Small community, pacifist, 
good reform, farming in Suffolk——Box 201, 
Peace News, 3 Blackstock Road, Londun, N.4._ - 


Wanted 

ANTI-MILITARIST business man, over 41, 
urgently needs position as advert. space seller, 
Salesman, traveller or other capacity. Good 
organiser and speaker.—Box 203, Peace News, 
3 Blackstock Road, London, N.4. 

C.O. (27), married, requires farmwork. Mech- 
anical. Can drive tractor.—Watson, 223 West 
Wycombe Road, High Wycombe, Bucks. 


PACIFIST (21), Estate Agent’s Assistant, un- 
employed owing to emergency, desires post. 
Fully experienced in all secretarial duties.—R. 
C. Hawkins, 66 Crembie Road, Sidcup. 


x TYPEWRITING 
LAMB BRAND RIBBONS. Fine—Durable— 
Clean. 22s. 6d. doz., 12s. 6d. half-dozen, 2s. 3d. 
each, postage paid. Mention colours, typewriter, 
and Peace News.—Lamb’s, Adelphi Chambers, 
Preston. 


WHERE TO STAY 


DERBYSHIRE AHILLS. Vegetarian Food 
Reform Guest House. Alt. 606 ff Fer happy 
holiday or restful recuperation. Inereased 
accommodation. Central heating throughout; 
h. and ec. water in all bedrooms Central for 
conferences.—A. & K. S. Ludtow. The Briars, 
Crich, near Matlock. Telephone Ambergate 44 
Station. Ambergate (LM.S.) 
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Monday. 


2 Include: Date, TOWN, Time, Place (hall, 
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organizers (and secretary’s address)— 
preferably in that order and style. 


Sunday, September 24 
HIGHBURY; 3p.m. 76 Calabria Road; group 
meeting; PPU. 


Tuesday, September 26 


LONDON, E.C.4; 12.10p.m. 13 Paternoster 
Row: H. R. J. Lee on “ Pacifism v. War.” 

TOWER HILL; 12.30p.m. Open-air meeting; 
W. G. Millman and Maurice Rowntree; City 
PPU group. 


Wednesday, September 27 


LEIGH-ON-SEA; 8p.m. Friends’ Meeting 
House, Demdonald Drive; united pacifist meet- 
ing; all welcome. 


Thursday, September 28 

LONDON, E.C.4; 1.10p.m. 13 Paternoster 
Row; Mary Gamble on “The Challenge of 
Pacifism.” 

LONDON, E.C.4; Gp.m. 13 Paternoster Row; 
group members on “ What we saw in Europe.” 

POOLE; 8p.m. Left Book Club, Centenary 
Hall; Mrs. Elsie Goodwin on “The Political 
Implications of Pacifism”; PPU. 


Saturday, September 30 
LONDON, W.C.; 5 p.m. Kingsway Hall, Kings- 
way; meeting for PPU members. 
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WE MUST START NOW 


g(continued from 
page one) 
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. Alfred Salter 


No such pledge has hitherto been given. 
There have only been threats as to what 
will happen if the war is prolonged. 
Neither the Labour Party nor the British 
Government has ever stated in definite 
cerms how they would treat the German 
people if Hitlerism was overthrown and a 
democratic régime re-established. 

So no mass movement has begun in Ger- 
many against Hitler and none will begin 
unless sheer war-weariness and starvation 
force a revolution. Fears of the occupation 
of their homeland by black troops and of 
all the other tragic consequences of the last 
peace keep the bulk of the population 
rallied behind the Nazi chiefs. 

It is the rightful business of the Germans 
to put an end to the Hitler government, not 
our business. 


Offer We could Make 


The offer I would make to the German 
people would be: 

1. An immediate armistice and cessa- 
tion of all troop movements and_ hostile 
action. 

2. A conference of plenipotentiaries of 
the warring Powers to arrange a restora- 
tion of the status quo ante bellum. 


3. Plebiscites in all disputed areas in| 


Europe to determine the wiShes of the 
populations as to their future national 
status. 

The plebiscites to be carried out by com- 
missions appointed by and from the small 
neutral nations (e.g., Switzerland, Sweden, 
Holland, Denmark, &c.), and all future new 
frontiers to be delimited by them after the 
views of the inhabitants had been ascer- 
tained and considered. No such frontiers 
to be based on “ strategic’ grounds. 

This plan would enable Poles, Danzigers, 
Czechs, Slovaks, Austrians, Ruthenians, 
Ukrainians, White Russians, and so on, to 
define their wishes. 

4. A world conference to be called as 
early as practicable to settle outstanding 
economic, political and colonial problems. 
The main proposals of the Van Zeeland 
Report to be implemented and freedom of 
trade guaranteed to all nations. All non- 
self-governing areas in Africa and else- 
where, constituting the present colonial 
empires of the different Great Powers, to 
be pooled and administered by the League 
of Nations (reconstituted as below) with 
the object of allowing to every country free 
access to the vast natural resources of the 
tropics. 

There should be’ (under proper safe- 
guards) for all nations equally freedom of 
settlement, freedom of export and import, 
freedom of investment, &c., always with 
the proviso that the interests of the native 
inhabitants should be paramount and that 
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' CUT OUT FOR RETURNS | 


their attainment of self-government should 
be accelerated to the earliest possible date. 


5. Complete all-round total disarmament | 


by stages so that proper measures could be 
taken to guard against throwing suddenly 
many millions of men into unemployment. 

6. Placing all strategic centres and 
fuelling stations which control the world’s 
water highways, such as Gibraltar, Malta, 


Pantellaria, Suez, Aden, Singapore, under | 


international control. 

7. Re-establishment of the League of 
Nations on a new and better basis (to 
include all nations) so as to constitute a 
World Conciliation Tribunal. 

The League to possess machinery for the 
immediate investigation and settlement of 
any new dispute. The progressive develop- 
ment of the League as a Super-national 
Authority on Federal lines. 

8. The constitution of a United States of 


Europe more or less on the model of the | 


Looking 


IF my reflections in these days are gloomy 

and pessimistic, I may perhaps be for- 
given, because before looking forward, 
which is of course our necessary task, I am 
cbliged to look back. 

Moreover, although self-justification is a 
consolation, any cheery optimism may only 
mean that we are ignoring and blinding 
ourselves to the giant forces operating 
against our passionately deep convictions. 


* ad * 


in the South African war, on account of 


USA with a central government for 
common and inter-State interests, for the 
advancement of loans and assistance to 
impoverished countries, and like purposes. 

I believe that an offer of a Treaty of 
Peace on these general lines would be 
jumped at by the German people. I be- 
lieve, too, that it would lead inevitably to 
the establishment of Socialist or Co- 
operative Commonwealths in place of rival 
capitalist imperialisms. 


The Winner 


"THE late Sir Basil Zaharoff, the 
“mystery man” of armaments 
for so many years, was interviewed 
during the Great War by a London 
newspaper correspondent in the 
Casino at Monte Carlo. The news- 
paper wanted to know what Zaharoft 
thought would be the result of the 
war. He pointed te the gaming table, 
and said, “ You see the red and black 
counters there?” ‘“ Well, sometimes 
the red win, and sometimes the 
black,” and then with a shrug of his 
shoulders and a dramatic gesture, 
blurted out, “ But me always!” 


Readers Rally 
Round 


RREADERS are rallying to support Peace 

News in these difficult times, this 
week’s contribution to the Peace News Fund 
totalling over £14. We are plczsed to 
acknowledge them below: 


- 
a 
* th 
_ 
On 
fs 


Previously acknowledged 
“Enthusiasts” ., 
E. Parker .. 

R. W. Morris 
G. E. Marsh 

J. Burgois 

H, S. Davis 
E. W. Jones 
Slattery 

I. J. Keye 

M. Boyden 

A. Steele .. 
G. L. v% 

T. E. Green 
H. C. Lander 
H. Fausett 

G. H. Murphy 
J. F. Durrant 
B. Walker 

A. Hulett 

W. Green 

R. G. Ferris 
F, E. Parker 
Anon es 

E. Windebank 
W.L.E. 

Mr. Edwards 
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£159 18 113 

The Peace News Fund was launched to help to 
release for some other branch of the Peace 
Pledge Union's work the subsidy at present paid 
ta Peace News. (This amounts to £750 for the 
current year). 

Donations of any size will be weltomed and 
acknowledged in Peace News. Cheques and 
postal orders should be made payable to Peace 
News, Ltd.—and not the Peace Pledge Union— 
and should be addressed to 3 Blackstock Road. 
London, N.4. 


Pope Will Continue to 
Work for Peace 


An assurance that he would not cease to 
watch for and support on al! occasions the 
conclusion of a peace, honourable for all under 
which the vital rights of all might be protected, 
and the security and tranquillity of nations 
safeguarded, was given by the Pope last week, 
when he received the new Belgian Ambassador 
to the Vatican. 

Meanwhile, he said, he would do his utmost 
to alleviate the wounds already inflicted, and 
would welcome declarations from the belligerent 
Powers that they would observe the laws of 
humanity and international agreements in the 
conduct of war. 


which I gave up diplomacy and came into 
politics 37 years ago, there was a powerful 
political Party opposed to it—a party 
which eventually formed a Government. 

In the war of 1914-18 there was in the 
House of Commons a small section of about 
a couple of dozen comprising a future 
Prime Minister and several members of a 
future Government. They ceaselessly 
pleaded for moderation in war aims and 
for peace by negotiation. 

This time there are barely a dozen in 
bsth Houses of Parliament who are 
opposed to war and only two or three of 
them can command attention. 


* * oe 


This time perhaps there may have been 
more doubting minds. But doubts do not 
carry you far in politics. The significant 
fact is that the practical unanimity has 
been achieved because the two chief mini- 
sters, far from being truculent war- 
mongers, have quite sincerely sought and 
even trodden the avenues to peace. 

We know the fatal mistake they made 
was to yield to the pressure of the bellicose 
by playing with their policy as an alterna- 
tive. Of course the blatant method of 
using force must win over the arduous, 
slow, and difficult policy of negotiatior. 

The Government fell between the two 
stools and, after abandoning diplomacy for 
threats and force, their plans and tactics 
have been dangerously inept. 


* a * 


With these years in retrospect I regret 
nothing I have said and repeated again and 
again in ineffective books and sti!l more 
ineffective speeches. If I had had the pen 
of Burke, the parliamentary talents of Fox 
or the eloquence of John Bright it would 
have made no difference. 


Now our task is to form a home and 
rallying ground for the many who are join- 
ing us. They must be helped, advised, and 
not allowed to feel they are isolated. We 
shall form a nucleus of sane opinion which 
will be badly needed as the war proceeds. 

Bu: we must be careful not to follow the 
bad example set by the Government in 
their endeavours to persuade people that 
their first duty is to save their own skins 
by gas masks and shelters. We must not 
think our sole work is to assist and pro- 
tect individuals against discomfort, per- 
secution, ostracism and suffering which at 
such a time must be the inevitable and 
foreseen consequence of their attitude. We 
must not become too self-regardant. 

We must remember our cause, pursue it 
and press it judicially when opportunity 
offers Oeccasions will inevitably arise 
when sane opinion, dwindling though it 
may seem to be now, will listen to sug- 
gestions for stopping the carnage. 

There will be need for drawing up peace 
terms, not ideal perhaps from our point of 
view, but capable of enlisting the support 
of those who know well that “a fight to a 
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Back — 


-and Forward 


by 


id Ponsonby 


finish ” would be a calamity for which the 
world would suffer for generations to come. 


* * * 


At a time when sanity, decency, beauty 
and all the finer instincts and endeavours 
of man seem doomed to be crushed out by 
stimulated evil passions, false sentiment, 
hypocrisy and vulgar frivolity, all mas- 
querading as patriotism, we can trust our 
members, who we know will not be caught 
up in this hideous wave. But we must 
think of our country which we love, other 
countries with whom we have no quarrel 
whatever, and humanity itself; and we can 
watch for the moments when, by speech, 
writing or otherwise, we can help to stem 
the tide, liberate the right and even the 
sublime, which can never be entirely sup- 
pressed, and so save the world from a 
calamity which may through the silence 
of the smallest voices be the most shatter- 
ing ever known in human history. 

Self-justification and personal loyaliy to 
ideals are not enough. Puny as we are, we 
must never lose sight of our responsibili- 
ties to the vaster family. 


Young Pacifists Unite 


Believing that “if the younger generation 
wants to make a better world, it has got to 
get together and do something about it,” 
plans are being made to unite young paci- 
fists in an organization of their own. 


Already groups of a young pacifists’ 
union exist, or are being formed, at Harrow, 
Reading, and elsewhere. 


The aims of the union are: 

1. To search for the truth; 

2. To work for international friendship and 
understanding; and 

3. To work, as British citizens, for a national 
policy which entails a decent, human behaviour 
toward the peoples of other countries and 
renounces war as an instrument of national 
Policy. 

Membership is open to members of either 
sex between the ages of fourteen and 
twenty, inclusive, provided they accept the 
terms of a manifesto which has been issued. 
Further particulars are obtainable from 
Arnold Danels. 35 London Road, Sevenoaks, 
Kent. 


“ Peace 


